IV
ON THE TRAIL OF THE BUSHOXGO*
THE author of this book, Mr. E, Torday, is well known to
anthropologists by the excellent accounts he has published of
his travels and researches among various tribes in the basin
of the Congo, to our knowledge of which he has added very
materially. In the present volume he deals mainly with the
Bushongo, or Bakuba, as they are called by their neighbours,
a tribe whose home is in the valley of the Sankuru River,
one of the southern tributaries of the Congo. His visit to
that tribe was paid a good many years ago, and, in con-
junction with Mr. T. A. Joyce, of the British Museum, he
published a full and valuable account of the people in a
Belgian series of ethnographical works. But that somewhat
expensive and finely illustrated work, published at Brussels
and written in the French language, is probably accessible to
comparatively few people in this country, and for the sake
of English readers Mr, Torday has done well to compress his
description of this interesting people by omitting many de-
tails which find an appropriate place in his scientific report,
and by lightening it with narratives of his personal experi-
ences and adventures, spiced with humour, and told in a
pleasant vein which wins the reader's sympathy and carries
him along without fatigue.
Though the Bushongo live surrounded by Bantu tribes,
it appears from Mr. Torday's inquiries that they do not be-
long to that great African family, but are akin to the Azande
and have made their way southward from the edge of the
Sahara, somewhere in the neighbourhood of Lake Tchad, to
* On the Trail of the Bushongo,   By E. Torday,   (London; Seeley,
Service, 1925.)  (The Times Literary Supplement, May 7, 1925,}
3*3